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1. General: Porto Amboim (Lat 10° 43' 51" 8, Long 13° L4* 59" £) is a elight
\ indentetion in the coast of Angola on the West African ccast. |[It 1s en open
roadstead with no berthing facilities for ocean-going ships. ic‘,orfee for
| export, the main truffic in tke port, is worked by lighters. The town of
Amboim is cmall with about 30 houses and a few stores. ‘ ‘
I |
2. Hydrography: The water off Porto Amboim is deep., It drops ot;}: suddenly i
reaching a depth of 10 fathoms within 500 feet of the beach. Fhe port can be
approached from any direction from northwest through southwest.  The outstanding
landmark is a high bluff resembling a sugar-loaf on which a li}éht 15 located.
A recommended approach is to place the high bluff on a truc be;aj.rins of 0y0°
and follow that heading. A small finger pler marked by red and green lights is i
situated near t"c base of the bluff, } |
3. Lighterage: All cargo is worked by lighters, of which there ar‘e about six to
eight with approximate capacities of 60 tons. As there are noj \toving creft in :
the port, the lighters must either be shifted by hand line or moved by ship's
own craft. The source prefers the latter alternative and uses la wotor lifeboat.
When using the hand-line method, o ship should moor close to a|bucy lccated
100 feet from the finger pier. A line runs from this buoy to the pier and ty
means of this lighters cun be shuttled betweer ship and pier us}ing lines handled !
by native labor. ‘ ‘i
L, Pier: Built about May 1953, the finger vier is 75 fect long by} about 25 feet ;
wlde. It is cowrtructed of steel pilings with wooden decking ‘Hnd supports o b} i
small erane and a narrovw gauze rollway. The depth of water at| ‘\11‘.5 seaward cnd §
is about 30 feet, and although it is believed possible to bring a ship to the :
pler, it is dangerous and impractical bevause lighternge would :still te required §

to werk the chip'aj: cargo. The pier is used to gervice lighters.

\
5. Crane: The crane is en old steam-powered, railway lift ot the| derrick type and }
is capable of bandling up to five tons. It 1s moved by native|labor. i
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Raillway: Two narrov gause tracks runnipg the length of the pier join ‘i‘nto 2
slngle track lead.ing the half-mile to the coffee warenousez, The roll n.ng
stock consists of several flat cars 10! by 4* and one small @.J.es»1 engine

\
Warehouses: (‘offee for export is stored in three warehouses. These nre of
cement construction with clay tile rooring and are one story high, about 200
feet loug by 75 tce’o video

Labor: Natives provide ungkilled levor, while such skilled tasks ns oDer sting
the crane and the railvay are performed by Portugese lobor. €hips orovide
their cwn utevedore manpower as a rule.J 1

Comnunications: wPorto Amboim is in telephone contaect with [uanda and hqu
elegrap lines to both Luanda and Lobi‘to.

i
I
Clearance Facilities: The primary ave.de of communiceiion with the outf;ic‘f:
world is the sea. No railroad is reported, and the only road is a poor |road

to Luanda which is not recommepnded for vehicles much larger than jeepe.
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